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keep them in good condition or even alive would never occur to coolies or camp-servants, whose only thought is for themselves. They devote to their own use all the grain they can obtain either honestly or by theft, and would see fowls starve to death under their eyes rather than give them the minutest portion. Foraging on the part of the fowls in high regions with scanty vegetation or none at all, where grasshoppers, crickets, and other insects are not to be found, does not bring them spoils enough to keep them alive for long, and, if left to the tender mercies of camp-servants, they shortly die* If the traveller wishes to have the benefit of the fowls he takes with him, he must himself see that they are fed till killed for his table.
The Suru valley from Kaargil to Sum runs in a direction practically south* Just beyond Suru it makes a wide turn around the end of a mountain* spur to the village of Purkutse at the base of the spur* From here it runs due east for twenty-three miles, under the name of the Upper Suru or Bang-dum valley, and ends in an amphitheatre, into which four other valleys open. From Suru to Purkutae by the valley is a good day's march. A shorter